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Silicon Valley venture capital firm Atomico has
revealed that its investors include Microsoft
founder Bill Gates and Skype founder Niklas
Zennstrom. But it has also promised not to
Invest in any projects "on which the European
Union has patents that are infringed" by the
company. This was a response to a legal
complaint made in the European Commission,
which claims that Microsoft "has
systematically infringed" patents held by
companies in Ireland and the U.K. Atomico
also said it's committed to the EU's ruling that
"any patent holder has the right to seek
enforcement of its patent rights." Atomico's
head of communications, Kieran-Allan Jordan,
wouldn't comment on Atomico's investors. But
he told the BBC: "The really interesting bit is
that they can invest in companies in Europe
and then collect their return at a later date.
What we have said is that we will only invest
In companies where the innovation is
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happening in Europe.” Jordan went on to say
that Atomico has become active in more than
25 European countries. It invests in companies
developing enterprise and infrastructure
software, he said. Atomico, which was
formerly known as Applied Al, said it has
invested more than $100 million in European
companies. The commission is currently
investigating Microsoft's alleged
"participation” in an international conspiracy
to infringe on key European
telecommunications patents held by
eNovance, Alcatel-Lucent, Ericsson and
Siemens. eNovance is based in Ireland and
has a software development operation in
London. But Microsoft officials have said that
the company doesn't agree that the
commission's findings are accurate, and that
Its activities in the European Union are legal
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